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Abstract  

Many youths and school leavers today are unhappy and frustrated due to lack 
of employment or distress in their place of work. This is as a result of lack of 
adequate vocational guidance. Efforts are being made to minimize this trend. 
This paper focused on empowering our youths through textile design. The 
paper stressed on the importance of occupational information for appropriate 
textile design products for the development of Nigerian youths. Sources of 
empowering the youths with Textile design were highlighted as: tie-dye, batik, 
visual art, printing techniques and so on. The textile designers were urged to 
make appropriate use of these strategies in empowering youths vocationally. 
As this will make relevant contribution to the development of the youths and 
the nation at large.   

 
 In our present day Nigeria environment with much technological advance, 
knowledge explosion, computer and internet connectivities unemployment and so on. 
Careers can no longer be haphazardly done. Many youths and school leavers today are 
disgruntled, disillusioned and unhappy because of lack of employment or distress in 
their place of work. Many who rushed into some high-paying jobs appear not to have 
considered the demands of the job on their physical characteristics, interest, capabilities 
and future married life. For successful career choice to be made by students, it demands 
that effective art workshops be organized in order to help the student’s carryout;  

1. Self analysis using available materials within the environment to develop 
skills, aptitude, interests, self concept, personal characteristics, and attitudes. 
When producing Textile Art Works.   

2. Occupational explorations (various techniques i.e. the physical intellectual, 
manipulative skills requirement etc). it is only when the students understand 
their hidden talents and their personal qualities in creating unique designs that 
they could be expected to make realistic and effective designs. 

 
 Textile design is been thought in school by an art teacher so that  youths will be 
well informed about how to develop skills in creating a textile product that is used in 
decorating our homes, offices, church, body-outfit, hotels, schools etc. The youths need 
accurate and adequate information about Textile Art and its requirement, it is only such 
information that could guide the youths into making creative decisions that would 
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empower them socially and economically now and in future. It is against this premise 
that this paper looks at the concept of youth empowerment through Textile design.  
 
Practical Ways of Empowering the Youth through Textile Design   
 Nigerian youth tackle daily a myriad of local and global problems, including 
poverty, diseases and conflicts. These problems will demand that the youth be 
empowered with creative problem solving skills. Textile design is directed towards the 
preparation of the youth for occupational life. Nebo (2011). The training educate 
individuals who can function effectively in the society for the betterment of self and 
society will require special attention as the system will be deliberated set to concern 
itself with the development of sound human required for development (Byrant, 2003and 
Ocho 2005). 
 
 Textiles are subject in which all human being are involved in many ways, from 
the production of textiles to the marketing of textiles to the consumption of textiles. It is 
noteworthy that textile is a major contributor to Nigeria’s economy and also a major 
employer of labours. 
  
 The use of textile materials have widened in scope. Out of all works of arts, 
textile art enjoys the greatest mobility. For example, everybody adorns himself/herself 
with textile materials that are well designed and while going about our daily duties on 
foot or by motor vehicles, railways, ships or by aeroplanes, we unconsciously advertise 
our textile products and simultaneously we acquired the dress designs and costumes of 
other people we come in contact with daily in the process.  
 
 One of the ways by which textile art/design makes cross cultural impact on the 
people from different cultures of the world, is through this human mobility within and 
beyond the borders of their respective nationalities.  
 
Textile Design and Youth Development 
 Textile Education is the process of training and developing an individual’s 
moral, mental, and physical capacities so that he will become a useful member of 
society. The aim of education in Nigeria is to equip individuals with the necessary skills 
that would make them independent and self-reliant., inventions and innovations are 
equally introduced to the young ones to enable them become active members in their 
own generation.   
 
Development  
 Development is a process of changing the society from its former stage to 
higher level of total human existence. According to Ani (2002: 35) “development is a 
positive improvement in the human and material resources of a society”. In this context, 
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development is the improvement of the physical, moral, and intellectual growth of the 
youth. This improvement depends on the information available to the youth.  
 
Importance of Textile and Development 
 At the secondary school level, N.C.E teachers and B.Ed teachers should teach 
the students basic knowledge under the following headings:  

i. What is Textile?  
ii. Classification of Textile Fibres  
iii. End-uses of Textile materials  
iv. Suitability of textile materials (for various occasion and situations)  
v. Care of textile materials (labeling).   

 
Making of Textiles  
Textile Fibres  Natural Fibres   Man-made Fibre  
   Cotton    Nylon  
   Wool    Rayon  
   Silk    Polyester  
   Jute    Polythene  
   etc    Polypropyleme etc 
 

Converting natural fibres into yarns through the process of ginning, carding 
through to spinning into yarns.  
 Preservation of yarns in cones, cheeses and bobbins  
Warping and bearing of yarn.  

 Denting  
 Tying  
 Weaving to form cloth  
 Finishing  
 Dyeing  
 Printing  
 

Types of Weaving  
i. Plain weaves, mat weaves and other derivations of plain weave  
ii. Twill weaves/diagonal weaves  
iii. Satin weaves  
iv. Sateen weaves.  
 
Textile Design/Colouration  

- Woven designs including tapestry and rugs  
- Surface decorative patterns (by screen printing block printing and stencil 

printing).  
- Tie and dye, marbling, stitching knotting etc  

Textile Designs As  Strategies … 
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- Batik (Wax printing)  
- Appliqué  
- Discharge dyeing/printing  
- Foot mat/rugs  

 
Rebranding the Teaching of Textile Arts  
 Some Nigerian fabrics that have been receiving innovative improvements 
include;  

1. The adive eleko cloth  
2. the tie and dye fabrics the Gele-bite (Okrika cut and drawn thread technique 

created in the Indian madras cloth, George”)  
3. The appliqué cloth technique (Anambra Nsugbe Area).  
4. The Aso Oke (narrow band woven cloth) Iseyin Oyo and Ogun states.  
5. The Akwete (Abia State)  
6. The Akwa Ocha (Delta State Igbo)  
7. The Okene Cloth (Kogi State)  
8. The Akwa Ori (Nsukka)  
9. Abadi – A’ ingo (innovative dress design based on aquatic motifs of the 

ocean). Designed for the Nembe-Se people.  
10. The Ange Cloth  
 TIV Plateau State  
11. Tugudu Cloth  

 
Motifs relevant to the environment of the people making the above clothes is 

necessary as a means of preservation of the people’s culture Okeke (2000). However in 
this paper empowerment is the conferment of some authority or knowledge on some 
persons. This could be voluntary or otherwise. Vocational empowerment therefore is 
concerned with enhancing vocational awareness, skill or capacity.  
 
Strategies for Empowering the Youths for Development through Textile Design 

The teaching and learning of practical skills in Textiles design as enumerated 
by Ugwoke (2005) are entrepreneurship through improvisation, skill demonstration of 
resource persons and instructional entrepreneurship projects.  
1. Empowerment through improvisation encourages creativity and it is a sound 

basis for encouraging and assuring quality skill training. Materials such as 
paints, dye, white cotton materials, hydros, costic soda, beads, yarn, brushes, 
textbooks, crayon, pencil and so on. This can promote  youth empowerment for 
self-reliance and development which is the major objective of Textile Art as an 
aspect of vocational technical education. 

2. Skills demonstration: According to Okolie (2005), demonstration of skills 
during practical classes give room for students to pursue technological 
innovations and empowerment which enable the students or learners to 
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manipulate some tools or equipment with dexterity which proves them worthy 
and qualitative students.  

3. Field trip/Excursion: The school should organize visits to production sites or 
local communities where the students will have chances of observing certain 
skills being performed by specialists. This will stimulate the students interests 
in development of innovative ideas and skills that promote quality learning. 
Examples include visits to tertiary institution, textile industries wood carvers, 
local potters and so on. This buttresses the saying that seeing is believing.  

4. Use of Resources Person: In Textile design teaching, use of resources person 
is very effective when utilized successfully. This involves invitation of resource 
persons who are proficient in certain skills to teach or demonstrate the basic 
skills to the students.  

 
Conclusions  
 The importance of Textile design cannot be over emphasized in this era of 
technological advancement with its attending challenges. Many youths enter the labour 
market without enough information about the world of work, thereby accepting jobs 
which they have no aptitude and interest for.  
 
 To eradicate this, ignorance about the world of work, which brings about 
inefficiency, frustration, low productivity and other negative behaviours. This paper has 
emphasized the need to get youths trained on various skills including: entrepreneurship 
skills managerial experience, creativity and innovation. The youth through training are 
said to learn to develop inner qualities for self and organizational Improvement. They 
learn the need to develop common sense, creativity skills and wisdom. Empowerment, 
in textile design will teach the young talented youth the essence of business, which is 
finding a human need and fulfilling it. A healthy society then can be created as the 
entrepreneurs go to work.  
 
Recommendations 
 For  successful implementation, Textile Art is used in empowering the youths 
in occupational skills and development. The following recommendations are made:   

1. Adequate periods or time should be allocated to practical teaching of Textile 
design works.  

2. The students should be motivated through provision of funds for textile materials 
and sponsorship for exhibitions, field trips and excursion.  

3. The government and school management should ensure that the Textile studios 
are equipped with tools, books and equipment that are maintained constantly.  
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